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	Overview
	In this module, students will study Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca as a whole text, analysing key parts in extensive detail. The module will approach the novel as both a psychological murder mystery and a work of modern Gothic fiction, with a focus on the unreliable narrator, narrative tension, and setting as characterisation. The module will build on the skills embedded in the Year 7 Gothic scheme, elevating basic Gothic tropes into more sophisticated psychological concepts such as internal horror, trauma, and domestic entrapment.

	Key Knowledge 
	By the end of the module, students will be able to answer:
· What is an unreliable narrator?
· What is narrative bias?
· What are the conventions of the modern Gothic?
· What is personification?
· What is pathetic fallacy?
· How can a setting function as characterisation?
· What is retrospection?

	Key Skills
	By the end of the module, students will have practised and be able to:
· Separate objective plot facts from an unreliable narrator's flawed emotional projections
· Analyse how a writer withholds and delays information to build tension and subvert genre expectations
· Analyse how setting can drive a plot as powerfully as human action
· Track environmental symbolism, including personification and pathetic fallacy
· Decode figurative language to reveal the underlying power dynamics of a text
· Make apt comments on the link between context and text
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	Overview
	In this module, students will develop their creative writing skills, with a specific emphasis on writing compelling openings. The module will focus on reading, analysing, and applying the knowledge and skills extracted from classic Dystopian texts ( Fahrenheit 451, Never Let Me Go, Children of Men etc). The module will build on the skills embedded in the Year 7 Gothic creative writing scheme, with a greater emphasis on narrative structure, perspective, and voice. 

	Key Knowledge 
	By the end of the module, students will be able to answer:
· What reasons are there for starting a new paragraph?
· What is a motif?
· What is internal conflict?
· What is narrative voice?
· What are framing devices?
· What is withheld information?
· What are time and focus shifts?

	Key Skills
	 By the end of the module, students will have practised and be able to:
Write a compelling opening to either a description or story that incorporates setting description, characterisaiton, narrative perspective, narrative voice, and structural features such motifs and framing devices
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	Overview
	In this module, students will study a range of non-fiction texts (covering the forms that were introduced in Year 7: articles, letters, speeches). The aim of this module is enhance students’ abilities to analyse and write persuasive non-fiction. The module will contain a knowledge test in the fourth week, a formative assessment in the fifth week, and a summative skills assessment in the final week.

	Key Knowledge 
	By the end of the module, students will be able to answer:
· What is meant by purpose, audience, and form in the context of non-fiction writing?
· What is meany by perspective?
· What is meant by tone?
· What is meant by attitude?
· What are the key characteristics of an article, a letter, a speech?
· How can I effectively structure each of these forms to persuade a reader/audience?

	Key Skills
	By the end of the module, students will have practised and be able to:
· Accurately format a letter, article, and speech
· Effectively structure a letter, article, and speech
· Use a range of rhetorical devices to effectively convey a point of view
· Analyse how non-fiction texts use language and structure to convey a point of view
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	Overview
	In this module, students will study Richard III through a series of extracts. The module will focus exclusively on the characterisation and character development of the eponymous protagonist. The module will focus on developing students evaluative skills, specifically their ability to explain the extent of their agreement to a statement about the protagonist. Given the length of this module and its proximity to end of year exams, there will be no knowledge test or formative assessment; there will be a summative skills assessment in the final week of the module.

	Key Knowledge 
	By the end of the module, students will be able to answer:
· What is evaluation?
· What are the various extents of agreement?
· What is a counterargument?

	Key Skills
	By the end of the module, students will be able to: 
· Provide a clear point of view in response to a statement 
· Provide clear reasons for this point of view 





[image: ]Holland Park School | Year 8 English





	Overview
	In this module, students will study a range of poems that explore the theme of conflict. This module will build on the skills introduced in the year 7 Poetry of Conflict module. The module will contain a knowledge test in the second week, a formative assessment in the fourth week, and a summative skills assessment in the penultimate week, with the final week being given over to feedback and redrafting.

	Key Knowledge 
	By the end of this module, students will be able to answer:
· What is poetic form?
· What is the difference between a regular and an irregular rhyme scheme?
· What is enjambment?
· What are end-stopped lines?
· What is caesura?

	Key Skills
	By the end of this module, students will have practised and be able to:
· Analyse how poets use language to convey their perspectives and attitudes
· Analyse how poets use the structure of poems to convey meaning 
· Make apt comments on the link between context and text
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